
HISTORIC ORGANS
IN BACH COUNTRY
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with Minnesota Public Radio’s 
PIPEDREAMS® host J. Michael Barone

April 21 - May 3, 2002

JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS

• Hear and play more than 3 dozen of Germany and
Prague's finest and most historic organs of the region.

• Meet and talk with performers and builders

• Tour the Schuke Organ Factory in Potsdam

• Experience the towns and instruments related to
Bach, Handel, Schumann, Brahms and Liszt

• Explore the organ builder Gottfried Silbermann in and
around Dresden

• Tour Prague, the jewel of the New Czech Republic

J. MICHAEL BARONE



DAILY ITINERARY

SUN 21 APR Depart USA
Depart the United States for your overnight
flight to Berlin, Germany.  Enjoy compli-
mentary meals, beverages and movies en
route.   (Meals in-flight)

MON 22 APR Arrive Berlin/Potsdam
Arrive Berlin’s Tegel Airport, meet your
local guide and coach driver, and enjoy a
panoramic tour of Berlin, the capital of
Germany.  See the Tiergarten, Brandenburg
Gate, Unter den Linden Boulevard, and the
new capitol site.  After a short lunch on
your own, reassemble for the drive to
Potsdam, where you will visit the Schuke
organ factory.  En route visit the chapel at
Schloss Charlottenburg for a demo of the
1706 Schnitger organ (26 stops), which had
been destroyed by bombing during World
War II and was reconstructed by Karl
Schuke in 1969.  Also hear the E. & G.G.
Hook organ, built in Boston in 1870 and
recently restored for Berlin’s Heiligen
Kreuz.  Transfer to your hotel in Potsdam
for dinner on your own and overnight.  If
energy abounds, perhaps wander through
Sanssouci Park before turning in for the
evening.   (Meals in-flight)

TUE 23 APR Berlin/Potsdam
After breakfast depart the hotel for a coach
tour of Sanssouci Park and hear the
Friedenskirche organ (1909 Sauer) at
Sanssouci Park grounds.  Drive into Berlin
for more organ visits.  See the 1985 Eule
organ at the French Church and the 1755
Migendt organ, formerly owned by
Princess Anna Amalia of Prussia, now at
the Evangelical Church of Karlshorst.  Also
see the Sauer organ (1905) at the Berlin
cathedral, and either the Jehmlich organ at
the Nikolaikirche or at the Schauschpiel-
haus.  Dinner is arranged for the group in a
local restaurant.  Return to Potsdam for
overnight.  Possibility of attending a con-
cert in Berlin this evening.  (B, D)

WED 24 APR Wittenberg/Leipzig
Have an early breakfast at your hotel, then
depart Potsdam for Wittenberg.  Once there

hear and see the magnificent Ladegast
organ (1864, restored and enlarged by Eule)
at the Castle Church.  It was here where
Martin Luther nailed his 96 Theses to the
door and launched the Protestant
Reformation in the 16th century.  Also hear
the 1983 Sauer organ at the Stadtkirche.
Lunch is on your own in Wittenberg, then
board your coach for Halle, birthplace of
Handel.  Visit the Handel Museum and go
to the Market church for a demo of the
1664 Reichel and the 1984 Schuke organs.
Depart Halle and drive to Merseburg for a
demo of the 1855 Ladegast organ at the
cathedral, with connections to Liszt.  Drive
to Leipzig for dinner at Auerbach’s Keller
and overnight.  (B, D)

THU 25 APR Wittenberg / Leipzig
After breakfast at your hotel tour the
Gewandhaus and hear its mighty 1981
Schuke organ.  Walk to the Nikolaikirche,
site of the peaceful demonstrations against
Communist rule in 1989, for a demo of the
Ladegast-Sauer organ (1862).  After lunch
on your own, regroup for a tour of the
Musical Instruments Museum, then visit the
Thomas Church—Bach’s church—for a
demonstration of its two organs, the 1908
Sauer and the 2000 Woehl.  If possible,
catch a choir recital there, and there may
also be time to visit the Mendelssohn
House on your own.  After an early dinner
enjoy a concert at the Gewandhaus.
Overnight in Leipzig.   (B, D)

FRI 26 APR Leipzig / Eisenach
Depart Leipzig after breakfast to hear the
1721 Silbermann organ at the St.

Georgenkirche in Rötha, then on to
Naumburg to hear one of the hightlights of
our journey, the 1746 Zacharias
Hildebrandt organ (53 stops, restoration
completed by Eule in 2000) at the
Wenzelskirche. Travel to Buchenwald for a
sobering visit to the Nazi concentration
camp.  Continue on to Eisenach for an
early dinner and a private concert using
historical instruments at the Bach House.
Overnight Eisenach.  (B, D)

SAT 27 APR Eisenach
After breakfast, begin the day with a demo
of the 1982 Schuke organ at the St.
Georgenkirche, where Bach was baptized,
then take tour of the Wartburg Castle,
where Martin Luther was exiled and trans-
lated the Bible into the German language.
Drive to Waltershausen to listen to the
incredible 1730 Trost organ at the town
church (a  “Bach’s” lunch is provided en
route).  Continue to Erfurt and the Prediger
Church (1978 Schuke) and St. Mary’s
Cathedral (1963 and 1992 Schuke organs).
If time we will also hear the 1930 Klais
organ at St. Severi Church before returning
to Eisenach for dinner at the Thuringer Hof
and overnight.  (B, L, D)

SUN 28 APR Eisenach / Altenburg
Optional worship at St. George Church,
then depart for Muhlhausen, where you
will hear the modern Bach organ at the
Divi Blasii Church.  Continue to Bad Birka
and visit the organ at St. Marien church
(another box lunch from the hotel will be
provided today).  Drive to nearby Weimar
to hear the 1998 Sauer organ at the Herder

Minnesota Public Radio’s PIPEDREAMS® is pleased to present this extra-

ordinary opportunity.  You are invited to join me in a tour of discovery in

Bach Country.  We will visit his hometown and other cities where he lived

and worked, plus other important historic sites.  We will hear instruments

by organ builders of Bach’s period, made by his friends and professional

colleagues whose pipe organs he respected and admired.  We will also visit

some 19th and 20th century organs in a land famous for organ music.

Our package combines the delight of travel to a foreign destination with the

fellowship of organ enthusiasts and an exceptionally interesting itinerary.  

The tour also offers you the chance to help support our PIPEDREAMS

broadcasts (our reasonable fee includes a $300 contribution to support

PIPEDREAMS).

Travel back in time.  Open that church door and peer inside.  Hear the

incredible, vital voice of instruments you have only read about or have

known through CDs.  Then climb the winding stairs to view the organ up

close.  If you wish, lay your hands on its keyboards and let its time-honored

voice sing just for you.  Prepare to be enchanted.

I look forward to having you with us. Michael Barone

P.S. Registrations are strongly encouraged by January 21, 2002

YOUR TOUR HOST
Michael Barone, a well-known voice on the FM radio airwaves, came to Minnesota in 1968 to
work at the fledgling station of St. John’s University, Collegeville, which grew to become
Minnesota Public Radio. 

He served as the system’s Music Director from 1968 through 1993 and continues as Senior
Executive Producer in charge of the national broadcasts of PIPEDREAMS and the SAINT PAUL
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA, as well as his weekly regional NEW RELEASES show, the longest-run-
ning music program in the MPR schedule.

Barone is a Pennsylvania native, a graduate (B.M. Music History) of the Oberlin Conservatory in Ohio, and a nation-
ally-known advocate for the pipe organ.  He has received special honors from the American Guild of Organists and
Organ Historical Society for his contributions to the organ community.



Church.  Visit the Weimar castle, where
Bach was employed at the castle church.
Weimar is a city with connections to
Schumann, Brahms and Liszt, as well as J.
S. Bach.  You will have time to savor this
lovely town and have dinner on your own
before continuing on to Altenburg for
overnight.   (B, L)

MON 29 APR Altenburg / Dresden
After breakfast hear the splendid 1739 Trost
organ at the castle church in Altenburg
(where Bach’s favorite pupil, Johann Ludwig
Krebs presided).  Have a bit of free time in
this delightful village before boarding your
coach for Meissen.  Have lunch on your
own, then visit the famous Meissen
Porcelain Factory, where you will also see
the world’s first porcelain organ—a joint
effort of the Jehmlich organ factory and the
Meissen porcelain factory, built in 2000 (1
manual, 4 registers).  Drive to Coswig for an
organ demo in the old church on a recently
reconstructed Renaissance organ from 1640.
Continue on to Dresden; a locally-guided
tour shows the city’s remarkable restoration.
See the Frauenkirche, still under reconstruc-
tion from the devastation of WW II, and
Semper Opera among other sights.  Hear
the 1963 Jehmlich organ at the Kreuzkirche.
After dinner drive to nearby Loschwitz to
meet with local organbuilder Christian
Wegscheider and play his historically-based
new instrument (2000) in the reconstructed
church (subject to confirmation).  Return to
Dresden for overnight.   (B, D)

TUE 30 APR Dresden
Spend the day touring the area around
Dresden to see “the world of the
Silbermann organ.”  Hear the 1722
Hildebrandt organ at Langhennersdorf,
then drive to Freiberg to visit the four

Silbermann organs at St. Jacob’s Church
(1718), St. Petri Church (1735) and the
cathedral (1714 and 1719).  Lunch on your
own in Freiberg, then drive to
Grosshartmannsdorf to hear the 1741
Silbermann, and on to Zethau to hear the
Adam-Gottfried Ochme organ at the
Dorfkirche.  Return to Dresden for dinner
on your own and optional attendance of a
concert or an opera.   (B)

WED 01 MAY Dresden / Prague
Breakfast at your hotel, then depart
Dresden for Lohmen to see the organ at
the Pfarrkirche.  Also hear the 1731
Silbermann organ in Reinhardtsgrimma,
then travel to Frauenstein—Silbermann’s
birthplace—and tour the Silbermann muse-
um.  Its resident instrument is a modern
reconstruction by Wegscheider of an early
(1711) one-manual, Silbermann organ.
Have lunch on your own in Frauenstein,
then continue to Nassau to hear the 1748
Silbermann organ that was restored by
Jehmlich in 1998, at the Parish Church.
Continue on to Prague, capital of the
Czech Republic.  Dinner and overnight in
Prague.   (B, D)

THU 02 MAY Prague
After breakfast at your hotel enjoy a local-
ly-guided tour of this magnificently pre-
served city.  The tour will take you to St.
Vitus Cathedral, Franz Kafka’s home, the
Charles Bridge, Old Town Square and the
Gun Powder Tower, and Wenceslaus
Square.  Also hear the 1673 Mundt organ
of the Tyne Church (recently restored by
Klais from Bonn) and the 1980 Rieger-
Kloss organ (with historical content) at St.
James Church.  After free time this after-
noon enjoy a farewell dinner with optional
attendance at a cultural event.   (B, D)

FRI 03 MAY Return to USA
Transfer to the airport for your homebound
flight, or extend your stay in Prague to fur-
ther explore this jewel of a city.   (B, in-
flight)

Code: Breakfast  Dinner 
Itinerary subject to change.

For more information, contact
Minnesota Public Radio

Member Listener Services
45 East 7th Street

St. Paul, MN 55101
800-228-7123   651-290-1212

mail@mpr.org
www.mpr.org

or 
Group Travel Directors
2000 West 98th Street

Minneapolis, MN 55431-2593
952-881-7811 or 800-747-2255

Fax: 952-881-6276    groups@gtd.org
www.gtd.org

RESERVATION APPLICATION            PHOTOCOPY OR CLIP & MAIL
PIPEDREAMS® Tour April 21, 2001 (G020414)  ~   Minnesota Public Radio  ~   45 East Seventh Street  ~  St. Paul, MN  55101

Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms. _______________________________________________________________________
as it appears on your passport

Address _______________________________________________________________________________
no P.O. boxes, please

City __________________________________________________State_______Zip __________________

Phone Day (          ) ____________________________Evening (          ) __________________________

Roommate_________________________ Departure City/Airport _______________________________
advise if we can assign you a roommate or single supplement. MPR can assist in finding roommates, however  this cannot be guaranteed and the supplement may apply.

❑ To cover pre-existing medical conditions, I am mailing my ❑ I decline insurance now, but understand I can
insurance to Travelers the same day I mail registration to MPR. purchase it later without the pre-existing waiver.

❑ Enclosed is my deposit check of $400 per person.  Please make checks payable to Minnesota Public Radio G020414.

I/we have read and understand the conditions of this brochure.

Signature ________________________________________________Date ______________________________

Signature ________________________________________________Date ______________________________

G020414-110201;05;06;09-300white

COST SUMMARY

$2899
From Mpls. / St. Paul  other cities available

Single room supplement . . . . . . . . . $300
limited availability on request basis

Airport & departure taxes ($85) . . . . . . . . . Included
Tour gratuities ($67) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Included
Tax deductible MPR donation ($300). . . . . Included

The tour cost is per person based on current airfare from
Minneapolis/St. Paul (other cities available), double
occupancy, tariffs and currency valuations as of August
2001, a minimum of 27 travelers, and subject to confir-
mation.  While we will do everything possible to main-
tain the listed price and/or itinerary, they are subject to
change due to circumstances beyond our control.  Single
room supplements may have limited availability and are
on a request basis only.

FORM OF PAYMENT

❑ Check ❑ Charge my deposit(s) to

credit card # _____________________

_____________________ exp _______

Name as it appears on credit card

_________________________________

_________________________________

PRE-EXISTING

medical conditions are covered 

when insurance is purchased at the time 

of reservation / deposit. Call 

or email GTD for a brochure. 

groups@gtd.org



INCLUSIONS
• Round-trip economy class airfare from

Minneapolis/St. Paul via Northwest/KLM or
other ARC/IATA approved scheduled carrier.

• Eleven nights accommodation in moderate
first class hotels, double occupancy, with pri-
vate facilities.  Hotels as listed or similar.

• Breakfast daily, 8 dinners and 2 lunches as
outlined in the itinerary.

• Transfers and transportation by deluxe motor-
coach.

• Extensive sightseeing throughout; entrance fees
included.

• Luggage handling of one piece per person.

• An experienced English-speaking tour guide
from arrival in Berlin through departure from
Prague.

• Gratuities to drivers and guides (for your con-
venience, $67 per person has been included).

• Airport/foreign departure taxes (currently $85
per person).

• Comprehensive documentation including
flight bag, bag tags, name tags, flight and land
itineraries, destination literature, customs infor-
mation, travel tips and more.

Items Not Included
• Beverages other than coffee/tea at breakfast.

• Any meal or sightseeing item not listed in the
itinerary.

• Items of a personal nature.

• Optional insurance for health, baggage, and
trip cancellation/interruption is not included
and highly recommended.  Group Travel
Directors offers a competitive policy from an
independent company.

• Passport fees.  A passport valid six months
beyond date of reentry to the U.S. is required.

• Visa fee.  No visa is required for U.S. citizens;
non-U.S. citizens may require a visa.

DO I NEED INSURANCE?
Insurance is so important that many leaders
insist that all members have coverage. Check
with your homeowner’s policy. 
• Many policies (including Medicare) do not extend

coverage internationally.
• Many credit card companies have eliminated

or reduced automatic travel coverage.
Group Travel Directors offers optional insur-
ance for medical, baggage and trip cancella-
tion. Trip cancellation insurance reimburses
the traveler for cancellation due to medical
reasons. Pre-existing medical conditions are
covered when the trip cancellation premium
is paid at time of tour registration. FOR A
FULL INSURANCE PACKET AND
QUESTION AND ANSWER SHEET, CALL
OR EMAIL GTD: 800-747-2255 OR
groups@gtd.org.

TOUR CONDITIONS
PAYMENT SCHEDULE:  A deposit of $400
per person is required with reservation.
Registration by January 21 is strongly recom-
mended. Space is limited and early reserva-
tions are encouraged to secure a tour place.
Final payment is due February 15, 2002.  For
credit card payment MPR accepts Visa,
MasterCard, Discover, or American Express. 

REFUND POLICY:  All cancellations must be
in writing.  There is no refund for partial or
unused land arrangements.  Note:  Airline
tickets will be issued well in advance prior to
departure and may be nonrefundable.  The
following penalties will apply:  Up to
February 14, 2002 - $75 per person handling
fee plus any unrecoverable deposits;
February 15-April 14, 2002 – Deposit plus
any unrecoverable payments to hotels, tour
operators or airlines; After April 14, 2002–
No refund.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS:  Any passenger
requesting special arrangements beyond the
scheduled tour must do so in writing by

January 2, 2002, and will be charged a $50
per person change fee.  Payment must be
submitted with the request.  This fee does not
cover any additional airline or ground ser-
vice charges.

LATE BOOKINGS:  Passengers registering
after March 22, 2002, will be charged a $50
per person fee.  Tour payment in full is
required before we can request and confirm
space.  This fee does not cover any addition-
al airline or ground service charges.

CONDITIONS & RESPONSIBILITY
Group Travel Directors (GTD) provides customized travel planning
throughout the world for group travelers who have a variety of reasons
and goals for travel.  The goals and/or opinions of these groups do not
reflect or imply the position of GTD in any matter.  Brochure contents may
not be duplicated without permission from GTD.  In offering these travel
arrangements, Group Travel Directors, Inc. (GTD) acts solely as an agent
for the sale of air transportation and other travel related services.  GTD
maintains no control over the personnel, equipment or operations of any
entity furnishing services, products or accommodations.  GTD assumes no
responsibility or liability for, and shall not be expected, asked or required
to pay for any injury, damage, expense, personal injury, property damage,
inconvenience or any other loss experienced by reason of:  (1) any inten-
tional, wrongful, negligent or unauthorized act or omission on the part
of any supplier, its agents or employees; (2) any defect, breakdown or
other failure of any vehicle, equipment, service, product or other instru-
mentality which is owned, operated or otherwise used by a supplier; (3)
any intentional, wrongful, negligent, or unauthorized act or omission on
the part of any other party not under the direct control of GTD; (4) finan-
cial problems causing nonperformance by any supplier; or (5) any other
cause, condition or event whatsoever beyond the direct control of GTD.
GTD cannot guarantee any rates, bookings or reservations of any suppli-
er.  Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall
constitute a consent to the foregoing provisions.  All prices quoted are
subject to change if airlines or ground operators increase their prices, the
U.S. dollar is devalued significantly against foreign currencies, the group
falls below minimum numbers, or a fuel surcharge, government tax or
user’s fee is imposed.  Baggage and personal effects are the sole respon-
sibility of the owners at all times.  GTD reserves the right to withdraw
from any tour any tour member whose conduct is incompatible with the
interests of the group as a whole.  In all events GTD’s first priority is safe-
ty.   GTD monitors U.S. State Department Travel Advisories daily and
works closely with its travel partners throughout the world to stay current
on local travel conditions.  In the event a State Department Travel
Warning is issued for your destination, your tour will be postponed and
all monies will be applied to the rescheduled tour or refunded.    The
above Conditions and Responsibility also covers Minnesota Public Radio
and J. Michael Barone.

Minnesota Public Radio
45 East Seventh Street
St. Paul, MN 55101


